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MAKING CONNECTIONS
Communication and collaboration key the 
district’s new online school: KM Connect  

Learn more about KM’s 4K offerings at 
our new 4K Fair Jan. 19

GETTING OFF TO A 4K START

Final tax rate for the 2021-22 fiscal 
year is $8.98

LOWEST TAX RATE SINCE ‘09 

It takes a village to create and sustain 
our award-winning K-12 music program

KM MUSIC 
TO OUR EARS
KM MUSIC 
TO OUR EARS



The age-old adage to achieving success is “it’s 
not what you know, it’s who you know.” While this 
narrow notion has always held significant weight 
in various niche industries, Hollywood famously 
among them, the education sector has seemingly 
been the opposite. We have historically prided 
ourselves on disseminating, absorbing and using 
knowledge to better ourselves, the community and 
the greater world based upon “what we know.”

But, I’d argue the success of our schools 
and community also relies heavily upon our 
“connections,” if you will, because the very 
definition of community is “people living in a 
particular area sharing common interests.” In this 
ultra-challenging time in history, one thing we all 
have in common is providing the best-possible 
education for our children, so it behooves us to 
connect as much as possible - just like we do with 
community partners who support our Outdoor 
Adventure & Games classes on the opposite page!

We recently connected as a community - staff, 
students, families, administration and board 
members - to discuss the importance of our KM 
Graduate Profile. Over 100 people gathered to 
converse and exchange ideas in an incredibly connected environment. Our staff is now busy summarizing 
those discussions to share results and implement ideas in the coming months.

A portion of our staff is also extremely busy putting the finishing touches on a new KM school: KM 
Connect Virtual Academy For Communication & Collaboration. If we learned one thing about student 
agency during this ongoing pandemic, is students, now more than ever, are defining their success. Said 
success, for many of our learners, is complicated and personalized and education has adapted to fit a 
plethora of needs.

As humans, we all possess the need for community and the overarching goal of KM Connect is to provide 
a connected community of online learners who seek to engage in learning with communication arts as 
a lens for their academics. It’s also the ideal environment for families who want to be part of KM, but 
cannot due to geographic or time barriers, or they prefer a novel pedagogy. 

Regardless of each learner’s needs, KM is committed to innovatively offering choices to aid how she/
he best defines success to ensure they are seeking out and discovering their passions. As educators, it 
is our passion to propel students to be the innovators we need them to be in a world changing by the 
second. At the end of the day, and end of their Kettle Moraine journey, the goal is for our Lasers to attain 
true student agency - meaning, they are the leaders of their life-long education.

Then, as a community, we can fondly look back and say, “we knew them when...”

WHO WE KNOW

ON THE COVER: 
KMHS sophomore Kaiden A. waiting for the parade to start.

Superintendent Stephen Plum

KMSD’S NEW 
CHARTER SCHOOL

Sometimes, the best place to find adventure is in your own backyard. In the travel 
industry, they’re called staycations. In KM’s world of educating students, there’s an 
abundance of learning opportunities - stay-educations - throughout Lake Country and 
beyond. At Kettle Moraine High School, the Outdoor Adventure & Games class takes 
full advantage of our “backyard” resources. 

“The focus of the course is to experience as many outdoor activities our area has 
to offer in nine weeks,” said physical education teacher Jen Vodenlich. “We kayak, 
canoe, stand-up paddleboard and fish on all of the area lakes and rivers. We were very 
fortunate to have an amazing fall with the weather!”  

The class also hiked in the state and county parks, biked, experienced orienteering 
at Lapham, disc golfed at Wales Community Park, practiced survival and basic first 
aid skills along with outdoor cooking. Students learned to rock climb at Adventure 
Rock, worked on leadership and team-building skills with the National Guard at their 
leadership course in Sussex and spent a day on school grounds experiencing a game 
called archery tag. Throw in basic bow skills and safety while experiencing archery 
and a trip to Foxx View Lanes for bowling and it was indeed quite an adventurous fall.  

The capper may have been the unique opportunity to visit Lake Country Firehouse 
and Rescue Training Center in Nashota to experience what it is like to be an EMT, 
paramedic and firefighter.  

“They provided us the chance to do an obstacle course their firefighters train in, 
practice search and rescue skills in a mock house and learn and practice some 
basic EMT and paramedic skills,” said Vodenlich. “The experience was so cool. It 
is an adventure every day to experience what Wisconsin and our lake country area 
has to offer. This has become one of the most rewarding classes I have ever had the 
opportunity to teach and it is so fun to participate in everything with the students.”  

This course would not be possible without the wonderful community businesses 
and individuals supporting our mission of providing students unique experiences, 
adventures and hands-on learning opportunities on a daily basis. Thank you to these 
businesses and community member who recently assisted our students’ learning: 
Koha Yoga, PRS Watersports, High Roller Fun Rentals, Wisconsin National Guard, Foxx 
View Lanes, Adventure Rock, Kevin Teschendorf, Wisconsin DNR  and Lake Country 
Fire & Rescue Training Center!

ADVENTURING OUT
LAKE COUNTRY OFFERS AMAZING “CLASSROOMS” 

Students visit Lake Country Firehouse and Rescue Training 
Center to experience being an EMT, paramedic and firefighter

Students experiencing a game called archery tag



National Merit 
Semifinalist
Kettle Moraine School District is proud to 
announce senior Kayleigh K. has been named  
a 2022 National Merit Scholarship Semifinalist!

Approximately 16,000 students nationwide, or 
roughly one-third of the 50,000 high scorers 
qualify as semifinalists. To ensure all parts of the 
United States are included in this academically 
talented pool, semifinalists are designated on a 
state-by-state basis. Semifinalists represent the 
highest-scoring entrants in each state.

To be considered for a National Merit 
Scholarship, semifinalists must advance to 
finalist standing by meeting additional rigorous 
academic standards.

Five students from the Kettle Moraine High 
School Campus have also been commended 
in the program. Peter Weyers, Jackson 
Mertes, Taylor Snorek, Molly Dulde, and 
Jon Christiaansen (not pictured), are being 
recognized for the exceptional academic 
promise demonstrated by their outstanding 
performance on the qualifying test used for 
program entry.

“We are incredibly proud of these students and 
their accomplishments!” said KMHS Principal 
Justin Bestor. “We know how hard they have 
worked to be part of this elite nationwide group.”

 
Four Kettle Moraine School District students have 
earned “Superior” ratings for their individual 
entries in the Thespy State Theatre Festival 
sponsored by the International Thespian Society 
in conjunction with the Wisconsin High School 
Forensics Association. Each student is invited to 
a further level of competition at the International 
Thespian Festival in June to be held at Indiana 
University. Only five students from Wisconsin have 
advanced to nationals, and four are from KM!

CONGRATULATIONS GO OUT TO:

    Ava C. (KM Perform, grade 12)  
Musical Theatre Solo Event

    Adeline C. (KM Perform, grade 11)  
Musical Theatre Solo Event

    Cassidy O. (KM Perform, grade 12) 
Acting Monologue Event

    Eloise F. (KM Perform, grade 12) 
Musical Theatre Solo &  
Acting Monologue Event

Participation in the Thespy Festival was open to all 
KMHS Campus students with experience in theater 
acting or design. The pre-recorded video entries 
were due November 15 and each adjudicated by 
three theater professionals. This is the third year 
KM theater students have participated in the 
Thespy events at State Theatre Festival, with only 
one KM student advancing to nationals in the past. 

KM Students Are  
4 Out Of 5 in State 
To Advance To 
Thespy Nationals

Theater Co., an organization in Milwaukee promoting and providing 
accessible theater for all, along with the KM Drama Club.” 

Howden worked on every aspect of the event: marketing, coordinating 25 
volunteers, creating costumes for the royals and so much more. Through the 
capstone, she said gained an understanding of the value of her surrounding 
community and how even a 17-year-old can make an impact. 

“I am continuing to learn how the arts can change lives, spark passions, 
and give inspiration to those who seek it,” said Howden. “The $600 raised, 
through ticket sales and donations, along with the 65 attendees of the Royal 
Tea Party, are proof of this impact.”

Congratulations to KMSD teachers Alyssa Basthemer (High School of Health 
Sciences), and Barb Shaver (KM Explore) on earning their  
National Board Certifications, and to Ashley Bestor (Cushing Elementary) for her 
recertification. 

National Board Standards represent a consensus among educators about what 
accomplished teachers should know and be able to do. Board certification is 
available in 25 certificate areas spanning 16 disciplines from pre-K through grade 
12. The rigorous certification 
process requires teachers to 
demonstrate standards-based 
evidence of the positive effect 
they have on student learning 
in alignment with the Five Core 
Propositions. They must exhibit 
a deep understanding of their 
students, content knowledge, use 
of data and assessments and 
teaching practice. They must 
also show they participate in 
learning communities and provide 
evidence of ongoing reflection and 
continuous learning.

“Roughly three percent of teachers 
in the country hold this prestigious honor, and Kettle Moraine has 14 in our district!” 
said Superintendent Stephen Plum. “We are so proud of all our board certified staff 
and congratulate Barb, Ashley and Alyssa on their amazing accomplishments.”

Wales Campus Principal Chris Otto, KM Explore 
Teacher Barb Shaver and Laura Dahm, Director of 

Elementary Education.

Superintendent Stephen Plum, Cushing Teacher Ashley 
Bestor and Cushing Principal Susie Rach.

KMHS Principal Justin Bestor, HS^2 Teacher Alyssa 
Basthemer and HS^2 Director Rebecca Ladsten.

Over 50 people attended the Royal Tea Party, a special event held before 
the matinee showing of “Disney’s Beauty and the Beast,” KM’s all-
schools 2021 musical. The event was led and planned by Olivia Howden, 
who created it as her senior capstone service project for KM Global. Each 
senior in KM Global completes a global/cross-cultural public service 
capstone project involving at least 20 hours of work connected to a 
global community or to a global issue. 

Children ages two to 10 paid $10 to attend and were treated to snacks, tea 
(AKA juice), face-painting, games, and special appearances by a variety of 
princesses including a song from Belle! Lucky attendees were also able to 
learn part of a dance routine from the production. The event raised $600, 
which was donated to KM Drama Club and Pink Umbrella Theater Company. 

“For my Capstone project, I decided to focus on the global issue of the lack 
of youth access to the arts, specifically theater programs,” said Howden. 
“Personally, the theater has become my safe space, a place to express and 
feel at home with myself, and I believe all students deserve to have this 
connection to the arts if they so choose. The fundraiser I settled on to help 
this cause was a Royal Tea Party, which went in tandem with the all-schools 
musical. The funds from the event went directly to the Pink Umbrella 

A                        Success

Teachers Obtain National 
Board Certification

KM Global sophomore Grace D. helps a princess with her face paint
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WHAT IS KM CONNECT?
     KM Connect is a public, online charter school within Kettle 

Moraine School District. KM Connect’s mission is to provide 
a quality education and an engaging educational environment 
through academic excellence, positive community-building 
models, and growth in KM’s Graduation Profile, with an 
emphasis on communication and collaboration.

WHAT IS THE INSTRUCTIONAL MODEL?
  •  KM Connect’s core instructional model is based on a seminar 

style of teaching where students choose new learning 
experiences - aligned to standards or credit - every six to 
eight weeks. Seminar options will change every session and 
students will sign up for multiple seminars in every session. 

  •  Seminar choices will be made with the help  
of the student’s navigator. 

  •  Each seminar will have designated, regular (multiple times  
a week), synchronous meeting times. While each seminar  
will not meet every day, learners will be expected to  
complete independent learning activities in between 
synchronous meetings. 

  •  These seminars will be interdisciplinary and competency  
based in nature.

WHAT IS SYNCHRONOUS AND ASYNCHRONOUS LEARNING?
  •  Synchronous learning is when learners and instructors 

are online together, interacting and engaging at the same 
time. Asynchronous learning is when students complete 
assignments on their own time, not live via Google Meet with 
teachers or peers.

  •  Synchronous learning and community building is at the  
heart of the KM Connect philosophy and pedagogy.  
Students will meet synchronously via Google Meet using 
their KM Google account.”

HOW IS KM CONNECT DIFFERENT FROM OTHER  
VIRTUAL ACADEMIES?
  •  KM Connect uses synchronous and regular instruction.  

A student’s schedule will have regular meetings for  
instruction and synchronous engagement to develop  
a strong and positive learning community.

  •  Synchronous learning, as a primary modality, is not  
a characteristic of most virtual schools.

HOW IS KM CONNECT DIFFERENT FROM OTHER  
KM CHARTER SCHOOLS?
  •  KM Connect is the only KM school where online learning  

is the primary modality of learning.

  •  KM Connect is the only KM school that will have a curriculum 
offering credit on a grade 6-12 continuum.

  •  Students in KM Connect will have a personalized, flexible  
daily schedule, which is based on collegiate scheduling.

  •  KM Connect’s academic calendar runs year round, with longer 
breaks built in. Longitudinal research and data suggests this 
method minimizes content and skill loss and improves the 
mental and emotional health of students. 

CAN A KM CONNECT STUDENT ENGAGE IN OTHER DISTRICT 
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES?
  •  Yes, a KM Connect student can engage in all district-offered 

extracurricular activities.

IS KM CONNECT RIGHT FOR MY STUDENT?
  •  KM Connect may be right for your student if: 

 –  Your student wants to engage in a challenging,  
collegiate-modeled curriculum and schedule.

 –  Your student can preserve time each day for the scheduled 
synchronous meetings with their teacher(s) and peers.

 –  Your student possesses strong time management  
and self-motivation skills.

LEARNING THEIR WAY
Kettle Moraine School District is excited to offer students within our  
boundary and beyond a new virtual learning environment in KM Connect,  
which will open its online doors to students for the 2022-23 school year.  
While the pandemic forced us to rethink much of what we do as educators, it  
also allowed us to see how many students actually excel in their chosen 
environment. This new academic choice offers a schedule and educational 
atmosphere for those who want to engage in a challenging, collegiate-modeled 
curriculum and schedule, but also desire a connected and collaborative school 
emphasizing the communication skills needed to excel in an ever-changing world.

KM welcomes you to read on and learn more about this incredible new school! 

New online academy offers students collegiate-style flexibility 
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SCHOOL STRUCTURE

KM Connect 
will have a 

personalized, 
flexible daily 

schedule, 
which is 

based on 
collegiate 

scheduling.

WHAT GRADES CAN ENROLL IN  
KM CONNECT?
    KM Connect is accepting grades 6-11 for  

the 2022-23 school year and grades 6-12 
for the 2023-2024 school year.

DOES KM CONNECT HAVE OPEN 
ENROLLMENT?
    Yes. Learners who live outside KM district’s 

boundary must follow the state’s open 
enrollment guidelines. 

IS KM CONNECT FREE TO ATTEND?
    Yes. KM Connect is a public charter school.

WILL THERE BE A CAP ON ENROLLMENT 
FOR KM CONNECT?
    Yes, for the 2022-23 school year,  

KM Connect will accept up to 150 students. 

ENROLLMENT

DOES MY STUDENT NEED TO HAVE  
THEIR OWN DEVICE?
    Every student will need their own device.  

A student can use their own device or engage  
with the district’s Technology Partnership  
Program (TPP). For more information,  
please visit www.kmsd.edu/tpp

WHAT KIND OF DEVICE SHOULD MY STUDENT  
BE USING?
    Due to the level of active engagement and communicative  

work in KM Connect, any device with a full screen and active 
camera and microphone is appropriate. Smaller devices, such  
as phones or tablets, should not be used as a primary device.

WILL MY STUDENT BE GIVEN A SCHOOL  
GOOGLE ACCOUNT?
    Yes, all KM students receive a Google account. The student’s Google 

account will be the primary hub for communication and documents.

TECHNOLOGY

6-11

•
•

•

• • •

STUDENT/PARENT  
INFORMATION 
NIGHTS
   JAN 5 (RM. B21)

   JAN 26 (HS LIBRARY)

    FEB 21 (HS LIBRARY)
        5:00 p.m. online meetings  

6:30 p.m. face to face meetings

•
•

•

grade students 
in 2022-23

WILL MY STUDENT BE ON CAMPUS?
    Students will engage in KM Connect school work from their home. 

DOES MY STUDENT HAVE TO HAVE THEIR CAMERA ON?
    Due to the expectation of participation and engagement, KM 

Connect students will have their cameras and microphones on 
during seminar time unless expressly told otherwise by a teacher.

WHAT WILL MY STUDENT BE DOING WHEN THEY AREN’T  
IN A SEMINAR?
  •  Students will be assigned skill and content work between 

scheduled seminar times. Students should use daily time  
in between seminars to engage in this work. 

  •  Time management is an essential skill for students at KM 
Connect. While our staff will work with students to develop 
strategies and habits as it relates to time management, a  
student should consider this factor before choosing KM Connect.

WHAT IS A NAVIGATOR?
  •  All students in KM Connect will have a teacher mentor  

called a “navigator,” who meets regularly with students  
and guides them through their experience. 

CAN MY STUDENT TAKE COURSES AT OTHER KM SCHOOLS?
  •  A KM Connect student may take any course at other  

KM schools if the course is not offered in KM Connect.

  •  Students who want to engage in classwork outside  
KM Connect will coordinate with their navigator to  
personalize their seminar schedule.

  •  KM Connect is not responsible for any transportation  
needs nor supervision for students taking coursework  
outside of KM Connect.

WILL KM CONNECT OFFER DUAL CREDIT / AP CLASSES?
    Yes.

THE DAY-TO-DAY KM CONNECT’S 
academic 
calendar  
runs year  
round, with 
longer  
breaks  
built in.

6-12 in 2023-24 

WWW.KMSD.EDU/KMCONNECT

•
•

•
•

•
•

•
•

•

• • •



Last spring, Pioneers at KM Explore came up with the idea to create an 
outdoor learning area. They came to school this fall ready to start work on 
the project. They began brainstorming ideas and writing persuasive essays, 
and visited Stone Bank Farm in Oconomowoc. Afterwards, our Pioneers 
came up with a project consensus - work on getting an outdoor classroom 
space, six small garden beds, and a tree platform.  

Since then, the students have measured their outdoor space, learned how 
to create scaled drawings, drew up a plan (with help from parents skilled 
in this field), revised their plan, and persuaded district officials to approve 
each component. They also partnered with HS^2 and Stone Bank Farms to 
plan the garden space.  

“It has been exciting to see students so driven to learn how to make an 
octagon with just a protractor, paper, and pencil,” said Mary Mathison, 
Pioneer teacher. “It doesn’t get any more authentic than this - meeting 
geometry targets by planning for our tree platform.” 

The next step for students is to raise funding for the project. They are 
planning to have a microgreen salad bar with Pioneer-made salad 
dressings for sale in January. When the outdoor learning space is 
completed, there will be a space for direct instruction - stumps in a semi-

circle for seats, a dry erase 
board against the brick wall 
of the school, and turf on 
the ground with mats stored 
away for extra seating. The 
space will include six garden 
boxes and a greenhouse, 
which will provide an 
opportunity for planting 
in the spring and fall, and an octagonal platform will surround a mature 
maple tree.  

“I’m excited to be able to go outside and learn on the platform because it 
will be a nice place to work or read on a warm, sunny day,” commented 
Lyv and Addie, two Pioneer students.

“The kids have taken the  lead on this project from the start. We would 
have never dreamed the Pioneers would be working with architects and 
builders, let alone speaking with the Village Board, but they are, and it 
is amazing,” said Barb Shaver, Pioneer teacher. “The upcoming Wales 
Community Outdoor Learning Space is a testament to the endless 
possibilities where student curiosity drives education!”

Students present 
their plans to KM 
administrators

Students present 
their plans to the 
Wales Village

Pioneers In Their Field

        It is amazing to see our students work together and participate 
in an activity that benefits so many others,” said marketing teacher 
Joe Dellis. “The support of our business partners and community 
members who donate so generously prove overwhelming that Kettle 
Moraine is a great place to teach, learn and live.

Donations Drive DECA Success

DECA students collected bags of food for local pantries

Once again KM Marketing and DECA members 
rose to the occasion and made this year’s 
community-wide food drive one of the most 
successful ever. For over 40 years, KMHS 
Campus DECA members have canvassed 
neighborhoods in the Lake Country community, 
collecting food for the Kettle Moraine and 
Waukesha County Food Pantries. Students 
select neighborhoods from a map located 
in the marketing classroom, and create a 
team with other students, then set out to do 
the necessary work. As the food drive grew 
over the years, a partnership between Target 
Corporation and JB Hunt became a vital 
component as a 54-foot trailer is provided 
every year for the students to load and store 
the collected food until it can be transported 
to the pantry. Pick ‘N Save (Kroger Foods) 
continues to provide a pallet of approximately 
6,000 paper bags used both as a marketing 
tool (during drop-off) and collection container 
(during pick-up). 

$71

District Delivers Lowest  
Tax Rate Since 2009

KMHS Campus Scores Among The Best In Wisconsin

When the Kettle Moraine School District proposed 
an operating referendum to local voters in April, 
2020, our financial projections anticipated the 
2019-20 tax rate of $9.63 would increase by $0.15 
to $9.78. Two years later, and following voter 
approval of the 2020 referendum, the tax rate is 
falling. The final tax rate for the district’s 2021-22 
fiscal year is $8.98 per $1,000.   

This represents a rate that is $0.80 per $1,000 in 
property value below pre-referendum projections 
or a decrease of 8.18 percent. It is also the sixth 
consecutive year of reduction in the property tax 
rate. The district had a tax rate of $10.40 in  
2015-16, which has been reduced to $8.98 in 
2021-22, representing a decrease of 13.7 percent. 
The 2021-22 rate of $8.98 is the lowest for Kettle 
Moraine since 2009. The district’s lowest-ever tax 
rate was $8.60 during the 2007-08 school year.

This tax rate reduction is made possible by a variety of factors, which include appreciation in local property values, new 
construction (and tax base) within the school district, conservative financial planning, and leveraging the state’s school 
funding formula. The district’s property tax levy for 2021-22 is $220,579 less than last year. When considering the new 
construction impact on the tax base, existing taxpayers will see a $722,671 reduction in taxes.

The average KM property taxpayer will see a 1.86 percent reduction in their property tax bill. For an average home worth 
$400,000 in 2021, taxpayers can expect to see a reduction in their tax bill of about $71. Individual tax bills may vary as 
the district establishes the overall levy before that levy is distributed to municipalities by the WI Department of Revenue, 
and to property owners by municipalities.

The district’s operational revenues are capped by state law and are calculated through a per-pupil allocation multiplied 
by the number of students served. The district does not have the ability to levy additional operational taxes as an 
alternative to reducing the tax levy and tax rate. The district’s long-range strategic plan is intended to maximize state 
equalization aid and state funding whenever possible to mitigate costs for local taxpayers.

The Wisconsin Department of 
Public Instruction (DPI) made 
public its accountability reports 
- or state report cards - for the  
2020-2021 school year and 
High School of Health Sciences 
received 95.7, the best overall 
score in the state for high 
schools, which Significantly 
Exceeds Expectations. This 
score follows HS^2 earning 
the top ACT score (25.08) in 
the state. Our KMHS Campus 
composite score of 23 was also 
ninth-best in the state! Congrats 
to the staff and students of 
KMHS, KM Global, KM Perform 
and HS^2 on these amazing 
accomplishments!

Kettle Moraine School District Property Tax Rate
2016-17 To Present

$10.50

$10.00

$9.50

$9.00
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2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 2019-20 2020-21 2021-22

Referendum Proposed Actual Tax Rate

Taxpayers with 
an average home 
worth $400,000  

in 2021 can expect 
to see a reduction 
in their tax bill of 

about $71



Since 2010, Kettle Moraine has been offering a 4-year-old kindergarten (4K) program across the district. 
In addition to 4K classes at each elementary campus, we also work alongside six community partner sites, 
providing choices to meet the needs of families at: All God’s Children (Delafield), Bethlehem Church (Wales), 
Kettle Moraine Preschool (Dousman), Kindercare Learning Center (Delafield), St. Bruno’s Parish School 
(Dousman) and WeeKnow School (Hartland). 

“As a community provider of four-year-old kindergarten, the relationship with the Kettle Moraine School District 
has been very positive,” said Lori Wilson, Administrator at All God’s Children in Delafield. “We are very grateful 
for the collaboration, engagement, and partnership with the school district.”

The heart of KM’s 4K program is centered on the idea of building a partnership between families and school.

“Four-year-old kindergarten is oftentimes a family’s first experience with formal education,” said Laura Dahm, 
KM’s Director of Elementary Education. “It is our privilege to welcome learners and families into the Kettle 
Moraine School District community. Energy and engagement are evident in all of our 4K classrooms, building 
the foundation of literacy, numeracy, social/emotional development and life skills. It makes 4K such an exciting 
stage of learning!”

Starting Off On The Right Foot 
4K Play-Based Curriculum Builds Learning Foundation 

n  Plays cooperatively and shares  
with a small group of peers

n  Uses words to communicate 
thoughts, feelings or needs

n  Establishes respectful  
relationships with adults

n  Begins to feel comfortable  
being separated from parents

n Attends to a story or game

n  Exposure to board games  
(such as Candy Land, Chutes  
and Ladders, Hi Ho Cheery-O)

n  Knows basic colors

n  Exposure to shapes (books, puzzles)

n  Exposure to numbers (card games, books, 
puzzles, menus, grocery shopping)

n  Rote counts to 10

n  GROSS MOTOR:

    – Runs, jumps, hops, walks in a line

    – Throws and bounces a ball

    –  Coordinates movements to  
climb on playground equipment

    –  Attempts to walk up and down  
stairs using alternate feet 

n  FINE MOTOR:

    – Experience with age appropriate scissors

    –  Grasps and picks up small objects  
(ex. buttons, raisins)

    –  Writes and draws using a variety of 
instruments (pencil, crayon, marker, etc.)

    – Experience with Play-Doh/clay

n  Follows routines and verbal directions

n  Understands the rules of safety

n  Develops age-appropriate  
self-help skills:

     – Buttons/snaps pants

     – Handles toileting needs

     – Uses a tissue

     – Washes hands

     –  Puts shoes, clothes, and  
coat on independently 

 SOCIAL / EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT:

 LIFE SKILLS:  MOTOR SKILLS:
n  Shows an interest in books  

(lap time vs. app time)

n  Exposure to letters in print  
(alphabet books, alphabet puzzles, signs)

n  Sings the ABCs

n  Helpful questions to ask when  
reading with your child:

     –  What do you think this story  
will be about?

     – What is the problem in the story?

     – What do you think will happen next?

     –  How might this character be feeling 
based on the pictures?

     –  When finished reading ask your child, 
“What happened in the story?”

Dear Parents/Guardians:
The following is a list of readiness skills aligned with Kettle Moraine’s 4 year-old kindergarten outcomes. 

Individual skills develop at different times and rates for each child. These readiness skills are intended to 

guide your interactions and play with your child(ren) in preparation for a successful transition to 4K. We 

believe in the power of authentic face-to-face interactions with your child. There is no need to purchase 

special materials because we believe opportunities for learning are all around you! 

WeLCo mE StUde nTS pAre nTS&

Interested in enrolling your young learner in KM’s 
4K program? Registration will open January 25!

Visit https://www.kmsd.edu/enroll

 MATH:

 READING:

n  Understands personal 
space boundaries

A
31

CB
2

&

Join us for our 4K Fair in the 
Wales Elementary Campus gym 

January 19 from 6-7:00 p.m.

4K 
FAIR!
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The Kettle Moraine School District’s vision of “Learning Without Boundaries” 
applies to educators just as much as it does to students. Kettle Moraine staff 
continue to model deep and committed learning by engaging in their own 
learning and growth.  

Just as we want our students to remain open to continuous learning, the 
same culture is expected of our district teachers and leaders. In many cases, 
with the introduction of a micro credential process in 2014, teachers are the 
drivers of their own professional development. Micro credentials for Kettle Moraine educators 
provide pathways to specific skills and habits that closely align to the district’s mission and goals, 
as well as each educator’s professional goals. Professional development days are preserved in our 
KM school calendar, specifically carved out and set aside for leaders and teacher to collaborate, 
grow and learn.  

Kettle Moraine district leaders participate in a regional network of superintendents, curriculum 
and instruction directors and student services directors to better and more efficiently meet the 
needs of our teachers. 

“KM has leaned heavily on this network in the past 18 months,” said Superintendent Stephen 
Plum. “Building a stronger academic community will continue to help us grow and make us 
stronger as a district.” 

Joe Schroeder of the Association of Wisconsin School Administrators (AWSA), partnered with 
our regional curriculum directors to host professional development for principals and directors 
in November of 2021. Together, alongside over 100 leaders from Oconomowoc, Arrowhead, 
Pewaukee, Elmbrook, New Berlin, Merton, Whitefish Bay, and Kettle Moraine, they focused on 
topics such as vulnerability, culture, feedback and leading during challenging times. 

Reading is the most studied aspect of human learning. The science of reading is a body of 
decades of research about phonological awareness, phonics, fluency, comprehension and 
vocabulary. Particularly, the research comes to consensus around the importance of phonics 
instruction in the initial stages of learning to read. The science shows us how the brain learns to 
read and how students should be taught based on that science. Our K-2 teams have continued 
professional development this year to strengthen their knowledge base around research 
developments and recommendations in order to build efficacy in research-based practices, which 
is exciting work.

In Kettle Moraine, micro credentials are a tool for personalizing professional development in 
support of board directive. Micro credentials are one way to attract and retain motivated and 
talented teachers who are able to implement the district’s vision. Micro credentials can be 
awarded by completing work through a college or university system and result in a master’s or 
doctoral degree - or an additional certification for the teacher.  Micro credentials can also be 
awarded to a group of teachers collaborating. 

“The more professional development we can offer, the better off KM is all around,” said Laura 
Dahm, Director of Elementary Education. “We strive to be a district supporting its staff to 
grow and be leaders in our field. When we can do that, when we can empower teachers and 
administrators to better themselves, it translates to the best possible education in our classrooms, 
which we’re all trying to accomplish every day.” 

OF THEIR  
DEVELOPMENT
Micro Credentials Provide Pathway 
To Professional Growth

KMHS Principal Justin Bestor, KMHS Associate Principal 
Jennifer Balzer and HS^2 Director Rebecca Ladsten 
participate in recent professional development. 

DRIVERS

BUILDING A 
STRONGER 
ACADEMIC 
COMMUNITY 
WILL CONTINUE 
TO HELP US 
GROW AND 
MAKE US 
STRONGER  
AS A DISTRICT

Superintendent Stephen Plum
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As the saying goes, “it takes a village to raise 
a child.” If you want to raise a child exposed to 
as many musical offerings as possible, it takes 
another village of supporters. We are extremely 
fortunate Kettle Moraine is home to one of the 
strongest and most active school music programs 
in the state - and our strengths are derived from 
professionals and support at every level of a 
student’s musical journey. To that end, KM has 
consistently received The Best Communities  
for Music Education (BCME) Award, a  
signature program of The NAMM Foundation, 
which recognizes and celebrates districts for  
their support and commitment to music 
education and access to music for all  
students as part of a well-rounded education.

“We know how important it is for students 
to consistently have exposure to music and 
the arts,” said Kevin Erickson, Director of 
KM Perform and the KMHS Campus Band. 
“When they are able to participate in music 
programs and develop as musicians and artists, 
kindergarten through senior year of high school, 
it immensely strengthens their success in the 
classroom and beyond.”

Opportunities begin on day one at the 
elementary level, where our music team helps 
students experience a variety of music and 
instruments. Students are free to explore music 
making through teamwork and developing 
individual skills. “We developed a piano 
keyboarding curriculum allowing for personalized 
learning on the keyboards,” said Beckie 
Cavanaugh, general music teacher at Wales 
Elementary and Kettle Moraine Explore. “Every 
student in K-5 gets the wonderful brain benefits 
of playing the piano.” 

Elementary schools also have full classroom 
sets of African drums, Orff 

instruments, and ukuleles to allow 
our students multicultural 

music experiences. We 
sing, play, and read a 

variety of songs to 

to be a Best Community 
for Music Education

IT TAKES A MUSICALIT TAKES A MUSICAL
 VILLAGE

KM Explore 
students  
Lylah and 
Kristen 
practice the 
African drum  

Each year, the organization supports our annual WSMA Solo Ensemble 
Festival, hosts the Homecoming Chili Dinner, and awards as much as 
$10,000 annually in director grants to support music classrooms!

Through all the classes, performances and events our students 
participate in during their KM careers, service and student leadership 
are central to their experiences. For example, each high school 
performance ensemble has a high-profile event featuring student 
leadership and design thinking. Our choirs are constantly out in the 
community for events like caroling, tree lightings and entertaining our 
neighbors at Three Pillars. And our band is there supporting veterans 
and ºfamilies on their special flight days. This all brings the “it takes 
a village” mentality full circle. Our students become integral parts of 
the incredible fabric that has nurtured and guided them along their 
educational path, which is music to our village’s ears.

increase our music literacy 
and joy of music making. Students 
are also encouraged to cultivate their 
creativity through composition and improvisation and 
technology is utilized to showcase student learning and give more 
opportunities for sharing performances. Students entering sixth grade at 
KMMS choose between band, orchestra, and choir as their music field of 
study. Sixth grade ensembles provide a strong foundation enhancing their 
understanding of music. They also provide a pathway to experiences in 
music many students continue through high school. In seventh and eighth 
grade, students develop and refine foundational skills from sixth grade, 
building upon that knowledge and advancing students’ musical abilities. 

“Our programs develop the whole musician and teach performance skills, 
theory, and composition,” explains KMMS Band Director Nate Weiss. 
“The KMMS music program focuses on enhancing our students’ musical 
understanding beyond just notes and rhythms into an appreciation of the 
composer’s intent and the significance of performing music for our Kettle 
Moraine Community. We mentor students in not just musical ability, but 
on developing them as individuals on their path to becoming informed and 
valuable citizens no matter their path later in life.”

Their path inside the KMHS Campus features a plethora of opportunities to 
develop as musicians. On the stage, the All Campus Musical has become a 
signature event in just over two years. Created in 2019 as a way for students 
from all four campus schools to connect through the arts, the shows have 
received praise for providing an all-inclusive cultural experience. “South 
Pacific,” the inaugural show, earned multiple Jerry Award nominations 
including Outstanding Musical, Outstanding Lead Performance, and 
Outstanding Orchestra.

“All these different groups within the campus - football, band, choir, theatre - 
came together to create not only a terrific show, but a positive environment 
for all involved,” said “South Pacific” Director Todd Jaeger. 

The high school campus is also home to KM Perform, a one-of-a-kind 
performing arts school, ranked number five in Wisconsin in its category 
by Niche for 2021-22. KM Perform’s signature annual production is their 
musical, which has one numerous Jerry Awards over the years. Their latest 
production, “The Addams Family” was nominated for Jerry Awards in every 
category, including Vocal Director and Outstanding Orchestra. 

The real-world experiences are also a huge part of KMHS Band, which has 
been a regular “house band” for the Stars and Stripes Honor Flights 
at Milwaukee Mitchell International Airport. The band has played 
over 20 flights since 2012, including August and October flights in 
2021, and looks forward to supporting the organization this spring. 
The band also takes part in a bevy of local and regional parades 
and has also marched at Walt Disney World!

All these incredible music offerings could not be possible 
without the support and enthusiasm of our community and 
Kettle Moraine Music Parents Association has been its heart 
and soul for over 30 years. While many schools have active 
booster organizations for each program, KMMPA has an 
unwavering commitment to provide an active parent 
support group for all students. 

Kettle Moraine 
Middle School Bands 
presented their fall 
concert Nov. 15 & 16.



The KMHS Campus production of “Disney’s Beauty & the Beast” was 
a celebrated success on many levels. The cast, crew, and pit orchestra 
included nearly 100 students in grades 6-12 including representation of all 
four campus high schools and Kettle Moraine Middle School. Many of the 
participants were new to the stage or in first-time leadership roles. 

“Having the opportunity to perform alongside so many of my talented 
friends was an experience I’ll never forget!” said Eloise Field, who played 
Belle. “It’s really exciting to me that people from outside our school were 
blown away by the work we did. I’m so proud of our cast!”

Over 2,000 tickets were sold and audiences included a great cross section 
of the community. Multiple young audience members attended wearing 
yellow ball gowns and other costumes to match the fairytale story they 
came to see.  

“I’ve been especially blessed to receive extra praise for the production,” 
said director Abby Kean. “Moreover, the story’s themes of self-acceptance, 
personal growth, moving past regret, and valuing the mind and heart over 
physical qualities fit our educational venue well. Like Belle, so many of 
us over the last two years have grappled with the definition of home and 
where our hearts and energies truly belong. I expect these ideas also 
resonated with our audience members.” 

The show also struck a chord with the Jerry Awards, a program sponsored 
by the Overture Center in Madison to honor excellence in high school 
musical theater, in conjunction with the National High School Musical 
Theatre Awards (“Jimmys”).  

“It is especially exciting to be nominated for Outstanding Musical, 
Outstanding Ensemble, and Outstanding Overall Design,” said Kean.  
“It truly highlights the strength of the overall production.” 

All-Campus Musical “Disney’s Beauty And The Beast” Wows Packed Houses
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Ryan Vaneslow,  
Eloise Field,  
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Abby Kean

Daniel Moore,  
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A Real Beauty

Scan the QR Code for Vehicle Specials, Schedule Service & More!

*Limited warranty is on qualified new vehicles only, some restrictions apply. Leases excluded. Limited warranty is not transferable, a copy of limited warranty is available. See dealer for details.

For All Your Transportation Needs
New & Used Vehicles, Service, Parts & Auto Collision Repair

Family Owned and Operated

PROUD  
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Individualized Education Program (IEP)
Upon request, the School District of Kettle Moraine is required to evaluate a child for 
eligibility for special education services. A request for evaluation is known as a referral. 
When the district receives a referral, the district will appoint an Individualized Education 
Program (IEP) team to determine if the child has a disability, and if the child needs 
special education services. The district locates, identifies, and evaluates all children with 
disabilities who are enrolled by their parents in private (including religious) schools, 
elementary schools and secondary schools located in the school district.

A physician, nurse, psychologist, social worker, or administrator of a social agency who 
reasonably believes a child brought to him or her for services is a child with a disability has 
a legal duty to refer the child, including a homeless child, to the school district in which 
the child resides. Before referring the child, the person making the referral must inform 
the child’s parent that the referral will be made. Others, including parents, who reasonably 
believe a child is a child with a disability may also refer the child, including a homeless 
child, to the school district in which the child resides. Referrals must be in writing and 
include the reason why the person believes the child is a child with a disability. A referral 
may be made by contacting Dr. Charles Wiza, Director of Student Services, School 
District of Kettle Moraine, at 262.968.6300, ext. 5341, or by writing to him at School 
District Kettle Moraine, 563 A.J. Allen Circle, Wales, WI, 53183.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, 
race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, creed, political affiliation, membership in the 
National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States Military 
or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, 
mental, emotional, or learning disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state 
or federal law.

FOLLOW KM!
@KMDISTRICT @KMDISTRICT KMSCHOOLS



Contact KMSD: 262-968-6300 | www.kmsd.edu

In order to be good stewards of taxpayer funds, a cost-effective bulk mailing service was used 
for this publication. However, there are limitations and the service cannot precisely match the 
Kettle Moraine School District boundaries without adding significant cost. If you do not live within
the district and received this publication due to this limitation, we ask for your understanding.

The School District of Kettle Moraine does not discriminate on the basis of religion, sex, race, color, national origin, age, ancestry, 
creed, political affiliation, membership in the National Guard, state defense force or any reserve component of the United States 
Military or state military forces, pregnancy, marital or parental status, sexual orientation or physical, mental, emotional, or learning 
disability or handicap or other basis prohibited under state or federal law. Contact KMSD: 262-968-6300 or www.kmsd.edu.
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HUGE WINS
KM Excels On And Off The Court

KM Kindness
#KMKind Is Going Viral

Referendum
A Defi ning Choice April 7
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Awards Season
Our Lasers are racking up the achievements

Referendum
Your Vote On April 7 Will Defi ne KM

What The Tech? 
KM is on the forefront of engineering and automation
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2020-21 Plans

The Search Begins For KM’s Next Superintendent 

Ready To Accept 
The Challenge

2020
CLASS
of

Deklotz Retiring

KM Grads Serving Their Country And Communities

The Show Will, And Must, Go On

On The Front Lines
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TRANSITION PERIOD
Changes provide learning and growth 

KM is excited to on board new leaders  
in and out of the classroom

WELCOME, NEW STAFF

Vock Field gets new turf with more 
improvements to come

LEVEL PLAYING FIELD

CONGRATS  
2021 KM 
GRADUATES!

CONGRATS  
2021 KM 
GRADUATES!

KM Communicator 
Wins National Award
Kettle Moraine School District is proud to offer a plethora of communications to inform and 
share news with its community. One of the mediums we take great pride in disseminating is 
the KM Communicator, our community newsletter that has been mailed to district residents for 
several decades. We are extremely happy to share the Communicator won a national Award of 
Excellence in 2021 from the National School Public Relations Association (NSPRA).

Thank you to all who make this special publication possible - we share this award with you!   


